Can the spleen be divided into two functional parts?
Solid evidence has revealed unsuspected functions of the spleen. Asplenic or hyposplenic patients bear an increased susceptibility to overwhelming postsplenectomy infection. We, for the first time, performed the split splenic transplantation to redress hemophilia A. We also resected the middle part of the spleen completely and anatomically for the first time. Our findings illustrate that the spleen can be divided into 2 functional parts, and may shed a new light on the understanding and practice in splenic surgery.